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May 11, 2020 

VIA EMAIL 

Tri-Valley - San Joaquin Valley Regional Rail Authority 
Board of Directors 
1362 Rutan Court, Suite 100 
Livermore, CA 94551 
 ℅ Jennifer Suda, Executive Assistant 
(jsuda@lavta.org)  

Re: May 13, 2020 Tri-Valley - San Joaquin Valley Regional Rail Authority (“SJVRRA”) Board 
of Directors Meeting Agenda Item 7: Track Design Plans to Optimize Performance of Valley 
Link Trains; and Item 8: Allocation Request to MTC. 

Dear Board Members, 

My name is Martin Harris and I am an authorized representative for Terra Land Group, LLC (“TLG”). TLG 
operates in the Manteca and Lathrop areas of San Joaquin County. Over the past few years, TLG 
representative Martin Harris has: 

(i) Attended many public and private meetings; and
(ii) Reviewed thousands of pages of environmental documents; and
(iii) Written over seven hundred letters to local and state authorities expressing concerns related
to the effects of development on flooding in our area.

In addition, as more and more people move into California and as more land is being developed or farmed, 
there needs to be more water storage and reuse opportunities to accommodate those increased needs. 
This is especially important as local city, county, state, and federal authorities take various actions to 
divert or hold back an increasing amount of water (from all sources) to make more water available to the 
public they serve. However, there also needs to be safe ways of storing, delivering, conveying, draining, 
and discharging that water to avoid flood and other hydrology-related impacts for the people who live in 
the areas that may be affected. 

TLG is writing this letter to make the Tri-Valley SJVRRA board members aware of what appears to be a 
joint effort by both local, state, and federal authorities to pursue a phased strategy of flood protection and 
other federally-assisted improvements both inside and outside of the South Delta to meet California 
Senate Bill No. 5 (“SB 5”) requirements as well as provide improved efficiencies in the ways we currently 
are storing, delivering, reusing, and draining water. (See Enclosure 1) 

TLG believes that storing, delivering, reusing, and draining water in and along the South Delta becomes 
complicated when it is considered that the January 2018 San Joaquin River Basin Lower San Joaquin 
River, CA Final Integrated Interim Feasibility Report/EIR/EIS: (LSJRFS”) includes the following: 
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1. Page ES-1 of the LSJRFS states: The study area also includes the distributary channels of the San 
Joaquin River in the southernmost reaches of the Delta; Paradise Cut and Old River as far north as Tracy 
Boulevard, and Middle River as far north as Victoria Canal. 

2. Page 3-31 of the LSJRFS states: Currently, the levee safety program has defined the levee system that 
incorporates RD 17 as bounded on the north by Walker Slough, west by the San Joaquin River and south 
by the Stanislaus River. This includes RD 17, RD 2096, RD 2094, RD 2075 and RD 2064. 

3. Page 5-17 of the LSJRFS states: Stanislaus River to Paradise Cut. The confluence of the San Joaquin 
and Stanislaus Rivers defines the upstream extent of the hydraulic model used for this study. 

4. Page ES-2 of the LSJRFS states:  
Analysis of the study area is challenged by the presence of three sources of flooding, the Delta Front, 
Calaveras River and San Joaquin River. This results in commingled floodplains for the North and Central 
Stockton areas. The distributary nature of the Delta also affects Delta water levels, because high flows 
from the Sacramento River may “fill” the Delta prior to a peak inflow on the San Joaquin River as occurred 
in 1997, raising water levels on the Delta front levees. 

5. Page 5-27 of the LSJRFS states: 2.1.1 FLOODING Problem: There is significant risk to public health, 
safety and property in the study area associated with flooding. The study area is located in the Central 
Valley of California which has very little topographic relief, resulting in potential flooding of areas far from 
water courses… (See Enclosure 1) 

Potential Impacts to Consider: 

TLG believes that all Mossdale Tract Flood modeling and Adequate Progress reports that have been 
publicly released to date have failed to fully consider and provide mitigation measures for: 
 

(i) Unresolved and continuing sedimentation issues that continue to reduce channel flow capacity 
in and along the South Delta Lower San Joaquin River System. 
 
(ii) Climate change and continued uncertainty relating to its effect on increasing the total potential 
volumes of channel flows to be expected in and along the South Delta Lower San Joaquin River 
System.  

COMMENT: Martin Harris and several other South Manteca rural neighbors attended a 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board Workshop on February 14, 2020. Although a 
number of climate change presentations were made by staff, flood models and associated 
drainage flow volumes related to climate change do not appear to have been fully 
determined.  
 
QUESTION: What effect will this have on determining the total amount of reservoir 
storage water that can be safely stored in higher elevations throughout the Sacramento 
and San Joaquin River Reservoir System(s)? 
 
COMMENT: The Paradise Cut Expansion project, in the form presented in the “Conceptual 
Design Technical Memo/Paradise Cut Expansion Project/April 9, 2019,” may or may not 
prove adequate in offsetting the full range of development and other hydrology-related 
impacts that may be created. Also, TLG believes that the Paradise Cut Expansion Stage 
reductions called for between the Paradise Weir and the Airport Way (Vernalis Bridge) 
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may not fully address the potential for additional drainage impacts to be created. (See 
Enclosures 1-8) 

This is especially concerning when considering pages 4 and 5 of the Mossdale Tract 
Program: 2019 Annual Adequate Progress Report Update for Urban Level of 
Protection-Final Report (included as Attachment 2 to the 8/20/2019 MCC Meeting 
Agenda Item B.3), which states that, “the Urban Flood Risk Reduction Study remains 
incomplete and the Climate Adoption Policy is underway. As such, a new determination that the 
project meets the appropriate Standard of Protection will need to be made in conjunction with 
the 2020 Annual Report.” 

QUESTION: How will what appears to be a very real potential for unresolved and 
continuing sedimentation and climate change issues in and along the South Delta be 
considered and allowed for in the final Mossdale Tract Drainage Plan? (See Enclosures 
1-8) 

(iii) A Stanislaus River right bank levee breach in the areas west of the City of Ripon. 
 
(iv) Limited topographic relief to ground surface areas in and along the South Delta. 

QUESTION: Will mitigation measures be included to prevent any potential for reverse 
channel flows and associated backwater effects that may impede the natural flow of Old 
River as identified on pages 3A-28 and 3A-29 of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
California WaterFix Final EIR/EIS (December 2016)? 
 
QUESTION: Will limited topographic relief to ground surface areas in and along the South 
Delta slow down San Joaquin River (and Paradise Cut) channel flows and promote 
continuing sedimentation?  

 
(v) Various federal and state-funded Manteca and Lathrop area highway construction and other 
state, federal, and/or county transportation improvement projects as presented in (a) the 2014 
San Joaquin Council of Governments Sustainable Communities Strategy, Draft EIR and 2015 FTIP 
Conformity Document. 

QUESTION: Have all roadway-related floodwater and other hydrology-related drainage 
impacts to the areas south of Manteca been properly considered (ie: Reclamation Districts 
17, 2094, 2096, 2075, 2064, and the South San Joaquin Irrigation District (“SSJID”))?  

 
(vi) Unresolved plans as to how the cities of Manteca and Lathrop can reasonably drain what 
appears to be ever-increasing amounts of stormwater and effluent wastewater from the 
residential , commercial, and industrial-zoned developing areas into non-developing areas that 
flooded in 1997. 

COMMENT: TLG believes that any and all total drainage flow volumes and drainage flow 
patterns to be expected in and along the South Delta have not been adequately 
determined and may be different than what the narrow scope of existing flood models may 
indicate. (See Enclosures 1-8) 
 
QUESTION: What potential increased flood water, stormwater, and effluent wastewater, 
irrigation water, potable water delivery, traffic circulation, emergency vehicle services 
response and private property road access impacts and changes to drainage patterns may 
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be created due to the construction (and/or expansion) of 100-year flood protection 
infrastructure as appears to be called for due to a recent May 21, 2019 San Joaquin 
County Board of Supervisors approval of Morning Hearing item #1: Development Title 
Text Amendment No. PA 1900067 allowing revisions to the Definition of Structure?  
 
QUESTION: What increased flood and back-water impacts may occur when that same 
100-year infrastructure (as referenced in the previous question) is subjected to a 200-year 
flood event? 

 
(vii) Flood and other hydrology-related drainage impacts anticipated to occur in conjunction with 
the ACE train and Valley Link rail expansions. 

COMMENT: TLG believes that decisions related to rail system at-grade and grade 
separation (aerial, embankment, tunnel, or trench) track modifications in and along the 
areas crossing the South Delta (Mossdale) may affect both 100-year and 200-year 
California Senate Bill No. 5 (“SB5”) flood water drainage and other hydrology-related 
impacts in the areas around the Manteca and Lathrop communities. 

 
(viii) Flood and other hydrology-related drainage impacts anticipated to occur in conjunction with 
RD 17 planned improvements associated with any and all Phase II, Phase III, and California Senate 
Bill No. 5 200-year projects to be considered. 
 
(ix) Flood and other hydrology-related impacts that may occur in conjunction with anticipated 
changes to the Tri-Dam Project, the South San Joaquin Irrigation District, South San Joaquin 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“SSJGSA”), South Delta Water Agency (“SDWA”), and the 
Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority water master plans. 

COMMENT: TLG believes that any Tri-Dam Project, SSJID, SSJGSA, SDWA, or Eastern San 
Joaquin Groundwater Authority water master plan needs to consider flood and other 
hydrology-related impacts associated with SSJID drain #11 (and SSJID drain #10) for all 
areas extending to their origin. 

 
(x) Short-term and long-range flood and other hydrology-related impacts that may occur in 
conjunction with the anticipated approval of the proposed Water Transfer Agreement between 
the SDWA and SSJID (See SSJID 5/12/2020 meeting agenda items 9 and 10). 

QUESTION: When considering the potential water supply needs in the areas of southwest 
Manteca and Lathrop, isn’t it likely that the SSJID/SDWA water transfer agreement will 
eventually over time result in water supply and conveyance infrastructure being 
constructed to transfer water to southwest Manteca as well as other SDWA users located 
downstream?  

 
QUESTION: If so, what drainage and other hydrology-related impacts should be 
considered? (See Enclosures 1-8) 
 

(xi) Flood and other hydrology-related impacts that may occur in conjunction with the anticipated 
expansion of River Islands as proposed in the Notice of Preparation for the River Islands Phase 1 
or 2 Project/Update for the West Lathrop Specific Plan. 
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(xii) Flood and other hydrology-related impacts that may occur in conjunction with the adoption of
the City of Lathrop’s Integrated Water Resources Master Plan (See LCC 12/9/19 meeting agenda
item 5.1 and associated project description figures 2.0-7 and 2.0-8).

(xiii) Flood and other hydrology-related impacts that may occur in conjunction with the SJAFCA’s
Lower San Joaquin River Project. TLG has been informed that this project has won a coveted “New
Start” designation in Fiscal Year 2020 along with $27.225 million in federal funding for
preconstruction, engineering, design, and construction of the project’s first increment. SJAFCA’s
Lower San Joaquin River Project will include Phase II of the Lower San Joaquin River Feasibility
Study and Mossdale Tract.

An informational briefing was conducted in association with the April 24, 2020 CVFPB meeting 
agenda item 8D: San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency Projects Update. 

QUESTION : What mitigation measures will be provided as part of SJAFCA’s Lower San 
Joaquin River Project to offset any floodwater and other hydrology-related drainage and 
water delivery, conservation, and supply impacts to the areas south of Manteca (ie: 
Reclamation Districts 17, 2094, 2096, 2075, 2064 and the SSJID)? 

QUESTION : What part (if any) will the (i) Delta Conveyance Project and (ii) the California 
Water Resilience Portfolio Initiative play in mitigating any and all drainage and water 
delivery, conservation, and supply impacts that need to be considered? 

QUESTION : When considering the anticipated economic downturn that many are 
expecting to occur due to the COVID-19 health crisis, will sufficient drainage district 
maintenance assessments and other drainage infrastructure construction funding be made 
available to construct (in a timely manner) all phases of the SJAFCA Lower San Joaquin 
River Project? This includes the Paradise Cut Expansion Project and other flood drainage 
protection project phases deemed necessary to protect the high-risk areas south of 
Manteca (ie. Reclamation Districts 17, 2094, 2096, 2075, 2064 and the SSJID). What 
potential impacts may occur if funding is either suspended or exhausted? 

With these concerns in mind, TLG urges the Tri-Valley SJVRRA board members to consider the comments 
and concerns stated in this letter before taking any action with the potential to affect drainage patterns or 
total flow volumes in and along the South Delta. (See Enclosures 1-8) 

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. 

Respectfully, 

Martin Harris 
for Terra Land Group, LLC. 

MH/cm 

Enclosures: 
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These Enclosures can be downloaded as needed via Dropbox through the  provided hyperlinks.  

1. 2018-02-26 letter from TLG to the San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency 
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/8scnhemfwexbkr9/2018-02-26_LTR_SJAFCA_LSJR%20EIR_Public
Comm_wEncl.pdf?dl=0)  

2. 2018-03-05 letter from TLG to the San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency 
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/tl0ir7soookd6ze/2018-03-05_LTR_SJAFCA_Letter2.pdf?dl=0)  

3. 2017-04-20 letter from TLG to the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/7dy40jzlqeotw56/2017-04-20_LTR_SJCBS_Re04-25-17MtgPubCo
mm_MHcm.pdf?dl=0) 

4. 2019-03-18 letter from TLG to the City of Lathrop Public Works Department 
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/musf61jmz7azjvy/2019-03-18_LTR_LPW_EIRWaterResPlan.pdf?dl
=0)  

5. 2019-10-07 letter from TLG to the San Joaquin Local Agency Formation Commission 
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/snktcx3dvn8obbz/2019-10-07_LTR_LAFCo_AgIts4.pdf?dl=0)  

6. 2019-08-21 letter from TLG to the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Agency 
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/srnfonfc2rbj1j1/2019-08-21_LTR_ESJGA_GSP.pdf?dl=0)  

7. 2020-04-16 Manteca Bulletin news article “High jobless rate, food shortages, high food prices will 
be norm under Sacramento plan” 

8. South Delta River Basin annotated map  

cc:  

San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission 
San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency, Attn: Chris Elias 
South Delta Water Agency, ℅ John Herrick, Esq. 
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Paradise Cut Old River Junc on of Paradise Cut and San Joaquin River Walthall Slough 

San Joaquin River Middle River SSJID Drain #11 

Middle River 

Old River 

SJ River 

QUESTION:  In considera on of the hydrology impacts stated on page 4-8 of the Dra  March 2017 San Joaquin River Basin-Wide Feasibility study, what impact 
will Paradise Cut Bypass downstream water flows have on Old River drainage flows and San Joaquin River and associated tributary state increases or decreases 
affec ng channel eleva ons for all areas of the Lower South San Joaquin River Basin? 
QUESTION:  What addi onal hydrology impacts may be created resul ng from reverse flows along Old and Middle Rivers? 

SJ River 




